
                                  

                                                                                                                                                 
  

Unexpected Venice  
dedicated to people who believe to have already seen everything 
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Overview of the Giudecca Canal, where the Molino Stucky, the Zattere, the 
Gesuiti Church, the Palladian façade of the Redentore Church face. 
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The high altar retable of St. Mark, 
the Pala d'Oro, is universally 

considered to be the most precious and refined expression of Byzantine 
genius. It glorifies the evangelist and contains his relics. The Pala d’Oro is 
located in the original position, behind the high altar. As an altarpiece made 
of about 250 glazes on gilded silver leaf of very different sizes and ages (X-
XII century), where beautiful pearls and gems are set, the Pala d’Oro is the 
unique big example of the Gothic goldsmithry remained intact in the world.   
The Treasure of St. Mark consists of an overall 283 pieces in gold, silver, 
glass and other precious materials from various sources. When the Republic 
fell in 1797 part of the Treasure was pillaged. What was saved was returned 
to the church in 1798, but between 1815 and 1819 precious stones and pearls were sold to pay for 
restorations.  
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Doge's Palace 
The Palace is the most representative symbol of Venice, 
having three fundamental roles for centuries: as the Doge 
residence, the seat of government and as the palace of justice. A masterpiece of Gothic 
architecture, the building and its sculptural decoration date from various periods 
Among the most important rooms highlight the Sala del Gran Consiglio, that contains 
important paitings on canvas made by Jacopo and Domenico Tintoretto , the Sala delle 
Quattro Porte, and the Sala del Collegio, where once met the Doge and his advisers are 

kept and where some frescoes by Veronese, Do not forget the apartment of the Doge , and the old prisons  
and the famous “Piombi” . 



                                  

                                                                                                                                                 
  

The elegant loggias running along the façades of the Palace overlook the charming St. Mark’s Square and the 
lagoon.  
 
The Secret Itinerary through the Doge’s Palace covers the rooms and the chambers where the delicate work 
of some of the most important bodies in the Venetian administration was carried out. The tour offers an 
interesting insight into the civil and political history of the city, its public organisations and administration of 
justice. 

�Where else will you have the extraordinary opportunity to cross the administrative offices, 
visit the Torture Chamber, walk on the roof and go out a secret door? 
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�It’s a district full of craft 
shops. Why do not you stop 
just a few minutes to make or 

buy a present?  You will be spoilt for 
choice! 
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In this district it is situated the Jewish Ghetto of Venice, reachable from a 
Sotoportego at the foot of the Ponte delle Guglie, where you can still see the 
iron hinges of the doors which once closed the ghetto at night. (PS: the 
synagogues and the museum of the ghetto are closed on Saturdays) 
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